


NORWAY
Alta

One of the most exclusive fishing fraternities on
earth includes the few who have been able to fish
the Alta River in the far north of Norway. No
river in the world offers such large Atlantic
salmon in reliable numbers, a more beautiful
setting, and such a tangible aura of tradition and
history — it’s a magic place. We've fished the
Alta for 5 years and the fishing has improved each
season, culminated by a near-doubling of the
season catch from 1989 through 1991. We
believe this marks the beginning of a traditional
10-good-year cycle, which has been identified back
to the ’50s. The guides are saying that it looks like
the good old days are at hand even though, at
today’s level, we're only at the average catch of the
prior 20 years. And what years those were — 100
to 200 very large salmon in a week were not
uncommon.

The big fish of our season past were Cetta
Knox’s 45-pounder and Dr. Howard Nachtman’s
47-pounder. Most prolific week was August 11-18,
when 8 anglers took 148 salmon and grilse on the
fly, including 11 salmon between 30-40 pounds.

The town of Alta has a fully modern, all-
weather airport serviced by DC-9 flights with SAS
Scandinavian Aitlines from Oslo. Accommoda-
tions and meals are good in an incomparable
setting. The Alta guides, or boatmen as they're
called, carry on a rich tradition, generation to
generation.

Openings at Alta are infrequent, but
occasionally there’s a cancellation and we would
welcome your inquiry, including waitlist requests
for new 4-year syndicate openings that might be
available after the 1992 season. At the present
time, we have one rod likely available August
11-18, 1992, for 1 year only.

Mike Fitzgerald with a 43-pounder, June 24, 1991

NORWAY

Namsen River

This is the river a lot of people think will be the
next Alta in Norway — particularly with the
benefit anticipated from the Faeroe Island buy-out.
Namsen responded very positively to the drift net
ban in 1989, when it was the number one
producer in Norway. That year, there were some
100-fish weeks to only 4 rods. The Namsen is
located 115 miles north of Trondheim in north-
central Norway and runs out into the short
Namsen Fjord after coursing 65 miles through a
scenic valley. June and early July are considered
prime big fish time, with the stream average near
25 pounds. Biggest salmon last season was 52
pounds.

The river was long considered the surest river
in Norway because of its reliable water levels, large
tuns of salmon and the short fjord. It has not been
as well known to Americans as to the British and
the Scandinavians, because all of the river is
private and the best beats had been retained by
Scandinavian banks and corporations until recent
times.

Our beats are from mid-river upstream and are
considered the best on the river. They include
Holandsoy, Media, Fossland and Gaartland. These
beats fish only 6-8 rods, who stay at the handsome
Holandsoy Lodge overlooking the river. The lodge

has 4 double bedrooms and 2 singles, plus 3
complete baths and a pleasant living room and
dining room. Each week, an outstanding Swedish
chef from Stockholm prepares cuisine that many
have described as the best food they've had at any
fishing lodge, anywhere. '

In June, virtually all fishing is from boats or
canoes skillfully maneuvered by veteran guides
with the angler casting with drops or harling,
according to preference. By early July, there are a
number of pools that can be fished by wading or
bank casting, and in August, you can do either
with mostly floating-line fishing. There are 25
named pools along our water and fish of over 40
pounds are caught almost every week. Fishing
hours are flexible and can be adjusted to meet
prevailing conditions.

Convenient flight schedules are from Oslo via
Trondheim to Namsos, the nearest access point.

Openings available:

June 14-21 August 18-25
June 21-29 August 25-September 1
July 6-13

Namsen expects an outstanding 1992 season and
costs are as low as $4,850 per rod week.




